
Dear Polly Nomial: 
I thought as long as we give our students choices during Numeracy time that they could choose 
between EDM games and Math Perspectives activities.  One of my team members thought we 
couldn’t do EDM games at that time.  Another team member thought we could do the games as 
long as we added manipulatives. Another team member said we couldn’t do any writing during 
that time.  Please help me understand Numeracy time expectations. 
                                                               Signed:  
                                                               A numerical teacher 
  
Dear Numerical Teacher: 
Our math block consists of 30 minutes for Numeracy time.  It is not a review time, number talk 
time, finishing the EDM lesson or games time.  For our students to have number sense, we 
need to provide them time to gain a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts by working 
at their edge of understanding at their current critical learning phase. At numeracy time we meet 
their individual needs by interacting with them while they are at work: 

 asking questions 
 providing support 
 posing challenges when appropriate   

 
Since EDM games are practice activities, students are figuring out what strategy will work for 
that particular game. The strategy may or may not work for other problems.  For example, 
“Name that Number” might be great for fact fluency, but do they understand number 
relationships?  If we use “Top It” we would need to add counters so students can see which 
number is bigger.    
 
As far as writing goes, it needs to be purposeful writing.  If a child is spending most of the time 
writing, it is taking away time from his concept building.  But, if the writing is part of the station, it 
helps the child keep track of the work or discover patterns.  For example, we don’t need to have 
the child write all the combinations of numbers when “Building a Floor”, but we do need to see 
what number was rolled at the “Roll and Multiply” station or “Roll to 100 or 1,000” station.  
Numeracy is all about being purposeful.  
                            Conceptually yours, 
                                                                     Polly 
 
 


